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MODERATE PRESBY TERIANt 


London, thethird of April, 1662. 
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I He time 1 now quiet for the matter of News from this place,only that you may knoW © 
fed 09) that 7 am not unmindfull of my duty toyou, Thave ſent toyouthe Copy of an emi- | 
| = nent Precbyterian's Anſwer, made to a Queree, propoſed to him by another more 

ES 712d Prebyterian ; whether or not the re-ordaining of juch Presbyterian Di- 
vines here, as were afterwards to be conſecrated Biſhops, be not ſcandal to the Presbyterian 
reformed Churches abroad, and a dirett diſclaiming of communion withthem ? You will find © 
the Anſwer milde enough, which take as followeth, Ons er on OTTER 


$1 _ EE” 
L2223T is well known toall thoſe, eſpecially Divines of the Reformed Church ; with whom I have 
| hadthe happineſs to converſe, both at homeand abroad , thatin myprizate opinion 1 was never + 
2g too rigid in matterof Ecclefiaſtical Government, either for Epiſcopacy or Presbyterianiſme 2: | 
; For ashaving ſpent the greateſt part of my years in Forraign Countries under the latter, it ſeemed ſmoother 
* tome; ſothecontinual practice of the former in the Chriſtian Church, from the very ſoungation of 
it inthe Apoſtles time , made i alwayes ſeem venerableto me, and todraw ſomewhatnearer cycnto the 
word of God. Yet durſt 1never preſume in my own,ninde, that ether the one or the other was abſo- 
* + IutelyFure Divine, butleverthought that with a good conſcience I might live underzither of them. 
*  "Onething Iknow well, that the word of God forbiddpth all eonfifion inabe Chu-ol og 4 endech 
 Fecleſiaſficall Government ingeneral; But to determine this or that kind of S—_ n particulary 
Lthink there tsa latitude left tothe Supream MagiſtratTs fo that admitting negher Epilcopacy nor Prefs 
byterianiſme, in themſelves fimply conſidered to be Fre Bivineg Yet , either of them being eſtabliſhed = 
Fure Humano,or by the Authority of the Civil Magiſtrate, muſt be recived by meand ſubmitted unto, as be- 
ing,in that caſe,Fure Divine: S eing that F« Divinum,in the word of God, tycthall Sub jeciggo render active 
obedienceto Fas Hamanum andlawtull Authority,in thefe things, whereby the eſtcem of Religion and fun- 
damentals of Faith are not ſhaken ; and ſuch may Epiſcopacy and Presbyterianiſme be conceived to bes 
And whoſoever refuſeth to ſubmit to either of them , being eſtabliſhed by Authority , muſt be , not only a 
Rebel to the Supream Power upon earth, but to God himſelf alſo, Now to anſwer your long queſtionin 
few words, let meintreat you to diſtinguiſh betwixt a Miniſter of the Goſpel ſimpliciter quatalis » and a Mint- 
ſter of the Goſpel in petemia proxime, to bea Biſhop : Albcit Presbyterian Ordination may make a qualified 
{  perſonalawfull Miniſter of the Goſpel ; yet, in my weak judgment,to put him in potentiaproximaro be a Bi 
+ ſhop,FEpiſcopal Ordination,ifnotneceſſary adeſe,yet riquiſite ad decoram & ad bene eſe. Hence may be inferred, 
that by the re-ordaining of,or conferring Epiſcopal Ordination upon Presbyterian Divines, to put themin 
a capacity to be Biſhops, as. no ſcandal is juſtly given by the Engliſh Biſho py to the Presbytertan Churches 


. InForraign Countries,ſo I am confident.Cas beins thrgg bly 2eQUaInred witl the opuiopan that poigg,of - 
 manyotthe moſt fearned and eminent amongſt them) thai no oCCalion ot 1candal willbAakenby tiiem at” 


the ſame;far leſs thatthey will think that the Chureb of England (which they ever held,and ſhll do hold asit - 
was conſlituted inthe dayesof Queen Zlizabeth,King Fanes and King Churles the firſt, all of bleſſed memory; 
to have been aglorious Orthodox Churcþ) doth thereby intend todiſclaim communion withthem ; their 
Maximes and Principles bothof Divinity and Policy (torthey neyer eſteemed bad Policy to be confiſtent 
with good Divinity) being more conſonantto theſe of the Church of Zugland, conſtirured arid is, thento 
thoſe, according to whichthe Presbyterians in theſe Kingdoms have walked theſe three and twenty years 
by-gone. But 1 forbearnow to enter upon this point ; their new Doctrine and the woefull efleRs that 
have followedthercupon, do ſufficiently evidencethetruth of it to the world, 
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